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Alexandros Papadiamantis was born in 

Skiathos in 1851. Although he enrolled in the 

School of Philosophy of the University of  

Athens, he did not graduate. During his 

studies he began to publish and translate 

from French and English. He made a living 

from his literary work which was published in 

newspapers and magazines. He is widely 

considered the most important Greek short 

story writer and also known as "the saint of 

Greek letters". He died in January 1911. He 

lived poor and lonely throughout his life. 

The theatrical act is based on a short story by 
Alexandros Papadiamantis entitled The Fallen Dervish. 
The specific project was presented at the Arsakeio High 
School of Thessaloniki in December 2021, on the occasion 
of the Christmas school celebration, when a group of 
students from this year's 3rd grade decided to tell the 

story of the quietest but at the same time the most 
melodic form of  Papadiamantis work. 

The protagonist of the short story is a foreign 
Muslim, who suddenly appears, in the heart of autumn, in 
the Athenian alleys of Theseio with his only property being 
his nai. The homeless and wandering stranger humbly 
accepts the "impermanence of human things", bears his 

own cross without complaining and one night forced to 
spend the night in the freshly dug train tunnel unites the 
whole world with his melody. 

The hero seems to be following, even unintentionally, 
the course of the God-man incarnate. Describing the 
sound of the nai, the author states, among other things: 
"Nai, nai. In two ways, it differs because it is the Yes that 

Christ said. Yes to the docile, the humble, the 
philanthropic Yes". The sound that rises from the bowels 
of the earth orients the reader to heaven and to the 
majestic condescension of God to become flesh as the 
greatest Stranger, to reveal the glade of the Resurrection 
to every "pursued, outcast, resurrected" of this world who 

walks through his own Golgotha. 

 

Students  w ho  take part in the theatrical event:  

Frosso Akassi, Elena Georgiou, Katerina Kallistridou, Giorgos 

Koundouras, Anna Papaoikonomou, Foteini Stavropoulou, Stella 

Stylianou, Maria Toulgaridou, Kostis Tsolakis, Polymnia Christidou. 

Teachers in charge of the theatrical event: Antonis Neonakis, Tina 

Platsi, Anna Sgourou, Mpia Sfyridou. 


