TEAM 4

COUNCIL OF THE EU

COUNCIL OF EUROPE


An international
organisation in Strasbourg
which comprises 47
countries of Europe. It
was set up to promote
democracy and protect
human rights and the rule
of law in Europe.
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Institution of the
European Union,
consisting of the heads
of state or government
from the member states
together with the
President of the
European Commission,
for the purpose of
planning Union policy.

Council of the
European Union
The European Council,
also known as the
Council of the European
Union, is the EU
institution that defines
EU's policy agenda and
priorities; identifies
issues and their potential
solutions. It consists of
the heads of state of the
EU member states + the
President of the EU
Council + the President
of the EU Commission.
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● approves EU legislation
● coordinates the general
economic policies of the EU
member states
● signs agreements between
EU and other countries
● approves the annual budget
● develops the EU's foreign &
defense policy
● coordinates cooperation
between the national courts
and police forces of the EU
member states
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. Departments of the
EU Council
There are 56 Departments in the EU
Council. We think these are the
most important ones:
● Agriculture (food production vs.
climate change and the global
marketplace)
● Business and Industry (economic
growth, business-friendly
environment, job creation,
management of EU payments and
incomes)
● Education, Training, and Youth
(education quality, lifelong
learning, social cohesion, mobility,
and innovation)
● Health (EU laws, standards, and
funding for public health and
medical research)
● Justice and Human Rights
(protection, rights, and justice for
all EU citizens
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Angela Dorothea Merkel
(Chancellor of Germany, "The
Leader of the Free World")
● António Luís Santos da
Costa (Prime Minister of
Portugal)
● Kyriakos Mitsotakis (Prime
Minister of Greece)
● Pedro Sánchez PérezCastejón (Prime Minister of
Spain)
● Giuseppe Conte (Prime
Minister of Italy)
● Klaus Werner Iohannis
(President of Romania)

.
.
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When did our
countries hold the
EU Council
presidency? When
will they hold it
again?
● Germany: 2007 (JanuaryJune); 2020 (July-December) 53
● Romania: 2019 (JanuaryJune); 2032 (July-December)
● Spain: 2010 (January-June);
2023 (July-December)
● Portugal: 2007 (JulyDecember); 2021 (JanuaryJune)
● Italy: 2014 (July-December);
2028 (January-June)
● Greece: 2014 (January-June);
2027 (July-December
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We think these are the most
important ones:
● 2010 (Spanish presidency):
changing of voting procedure
(double majority); equality of
EU Parliament and EU Council;
more influence for the EU
Council and the national
parliaments → greater
transparency
● 2014 (Greek presidency):
immigration and visa issues →
border security
● 2020 (German presidency):
national minimum wage,
improvement of working
conditions (incl. male-female
equality issues) → protection of
employees
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❑

❑

Future sessions of the EU
Council will rule that Santa
Claus should not be affected
by the mobility restrictions
related to the COVID-19
pandemic.
A Dutch reporter recently
gatecrashed an online EU
Council session - a moment
of both comic relief and
security alert. On the
meeting's agenda was,
ironically, a classified
document related to cyberthreats facing the EU.

.

.
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The Council of Europe
(CoE) (French: Conseil de
l'Europe, CdE) is an
international organisation
founded in the wake of
World War II to uphold
human rights, democracy
and the rule of law in
Europe



Founded in 1949, it has 47
member states, with a
population of
approximately 820 million,
and operates with an
annual budget of
approximately 500 million
euros.
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What is it? – The
Council of Europe


The organisation is
distinct from the 27nation European Union
(EU), although it is
sometimes confused
with it, partly because
the EU has adopted the
original European Flag
which was created by
the Council of Europe in
1955. as well as the
European Anthem.

The Council of Europe is an official
United Nations Observer. English
and French are its two official
languages. The Committee of
Ministers, the Parliamentary
Assembly, and the Congress of the
Council of Europe also use
German, Italian, and Russian for
some of their work.
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Article 1(a) of the Statute states
that "The aim of the Council of
Europe is to achieve a greater
unity between its members for
the purpose of safeguarding
and realising the ideals and
principles which are their
common heritage and
facilitating their economic and
social progress.“
Membership is open to all
European states who seek
harmony, cooperation, good
governance and human rights,
accepting the principle of the
rule of law and are able and
willing to guarantee democracy,
fundamental human rights and
freedoms.
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The Council of Europe's most
famous achievement is the
European Convention on Human
Rights, adopted in 1950 following
a report by the Council of
Europe's Parliamentary
Assembly, and followed on from
the United Nations 'Universal
Declaration of Human Rights'
(UDHR).
The Convention created the
European Court of Human Rights
in Strasbourg. The Court
supervises compliance with the
European Convention on Human
Rights and thus functions as the
highest European court, fighting
against violations of human
rights.
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3. Institutions

The institutions of the Council of
Europe are:
1) The Secretary General, who is elected
for a term of five years by the
Parliamentary Assembly and heads
the Secretariat of the Council of
Europe. Thorbjørn Jagland, the former
Prime Minister of Norway, was
elected Secretary General of the
Council of Europe on 29 September
2009. In June 2014, he became the first
Secretary General to be re-elected,
commencing his second term in office
on 1 October 2014.
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2) The Committee of Ministers,
comprising the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of all 47
member states who are
represented by their Permanent
Representatives and
Ambassadors accredited to the
Council of Europe.

The Committee of Ministers'
presidencies are held in
alphabetical order for six
months following the English
alphabet: Turkey 11/201005/2011, Ukraine 05/201111/2011, the United Kingdom
11/2011-05/2012, Albania
05/2012-11/2012, Andorra
11/2012-05/2013, etc.
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.

3) The Council's Parliamentary Assembly
hemicycle (PACE), which comprises national
parliamentarians from all member states.
Adopting resolutions and making
recommendations to governments, the
Assembly holds a dialogue with its
governmental counterpart, the Committee of
Ministers, and is often regarded as the "motor"
of the organisation.
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4) The Congress of the Council of
Europe (Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of Europe),
which was created in 1994 and
comprises political representatives
from local and regional authorities in
all member states.
The most influential instruments of
the Council of Europe in this field
are the European Charter of Local
Self-Government of 1985 and the
European Outline Convention on
Cross-Border Co-operation between
Territorial Communities or
Authorities of 1980.
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5) The European Court of Human
Rights, created under the
European Convention on
Human Rights of 1950, is
composed of a judge from each
member state elected for a
single, non-renewable term of
nine years by the Parliamentary
Assembly and is headed by the
elected President of the Court.

.
.

The current President of the
Court is Guido Raimondi from
Italy. Under the recent Protocol
No. 14 to the European
Convention on Human Rights,
the Court's case-processing was
reformed and streamlined.
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6) The Commissioner for
Human Rights is elected
by the Parliamentary
Assembly for a
nonrenewable term of six
years since the creation
of this position in 1999.
Since April 2018, this
position has been held by
Dunja Mijatović from
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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7) The Conference of INGOs.
NGOs can participate in
the INGOs Conference of
the Council of Europe.
Since the Resolution
(2003) adopted by the
Committee of Ministers
on 19 November 2003,
they are given a
"participatory status"
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8) The Joint Council on Youth of the
Council of Europe. The European
Steering Committee (CDEJ) on Youth
and the Advisory Council on Youth
(CCJ) of the Council of Europe form
together the Joint Council on Youth
(CMJ). The CDEJ brings together
representatives of ministries or bodies
responsible for youth matters from
the 50 States of the European Cultural
Convention.
The CDEJ fosters co-operation
between governments in the youth
sector and provides a framework for
comparing national youth policies,
exchanging best practices and
drafting standard-setting texts. The
Advisory Council on Youth comprises
30 representatives of nongovernmental youth organisations
and networks. It provides opinions
and input from youth NGOs on all
youth sector activities and ensures
that young people are involved in the
Council's other activities.
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The Council of Europe was
founded on 5 May 1949 by
Belgium, Denmark, France,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, and the United
Kingdom. Greece joined
three months later, and
Iceland, Turkey, and West
Germany the next year. It
now has 47 member states,
with Montenegro being the
latest to join.
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Article 4 of the Council of Europe
Statute specifies that membership is
open to any "European" State. This has
been interpreted liberally from the
beginning, when Turkey was admitted,
to include transcontinental states (such
as Georgia and Azerbaijan) and states
that are geographically Asian but sociopolitically European (such as Armenia
and Cyprus).
Nearly all European states have acceded
to the Council of Europe, with the
exceptions of Belarus (human rights
concerns including active use of the
death penalty), Kazakhstan (human
rights concerns), and the Vatican City (a
theocracy), as well as some of the
territories with limited recognition.
Besides the status as a full member, the
Council of Europe has established other
instruments for cooperation and
participation of non-member states:
observer, applicant, special guest, and
partner for democracy

.
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5. Virtual Tour
Check out this
link for a
virtual tour
experience:
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/contact/virtual-tour/






The Council of Europe is the
continent's leading human rights
organisation.
It includes 47 member states, 28 of
which are members of the
European Union. All Council of
Europe member states have
signed up to the European
Convention on Human Rights, a
treaty designed to protect human
rights, democracy and the rule of
law.
Official languages: English and
French.
Headquarters: Palais de l'Europe
in Strasbourg, France, designed
French architect Henry Bernard.
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Fun facts of The
Council of Europe


Budget: The Council of Europe
is financed by member states.
Contributions are based on
population and wealth.
The European flag: twelve gold
stars in a circle on a blue
background, represents the
union of Europe's peoples. The
number of stars does not
change, twelve symbolising
perfection. Chosen as the
Council of Europe's official
emblem in 1955, the European
flag was subsequently adopted
by the European Community as
well, in 1986. With the passage
of time, it has come to
symbolise Greater Europe.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
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