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The European Commission

The European Commission (EC) is the executive branch of the European 
Union, responsible for proposing legislation, implementing decisions, 

upholding the EU treaties and managing the day-to-day business of the EU.

Commissioners swear an oath at the European Court of 
Justice in Luxembourg City, pledging to respect the treaties and to be 

completely independent in carrying out their duties during their mandate.



History

.
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The European  
Commission derives from 
one of the five key 
institutions created in 
the supranational Europea
n Community system, 
following the proposal 
of Robert Schuman, 
French Foreign Minister, 
on 9 May 1950. 

Originating in 1951 as the 
High Authority in 
the European Coal and 
Steel Community, the 
Commission has undergone 
numerous changes in 
power and composition 
under various presidents, 
involving three 
Communities.

.



The Commission elections

Germany

The Commissioners are 
proposed by the Council of 
the European Union, on the 
basis of suggestions made by 
the national governments, 
and then appointed by 
the European Council after 
the approval of the European 
Parliament. It is common, 
although not a formal 
requirement, that the 
commissioners have 
previously held senior 
political positions, such as 
being a member of 
the European Parliament or 
a government minister.



The distribution of the Commission

The commission is made up of one 
President, as well as one Commissioner
from each EU country responsible for a 

specific topic, such as economy, agriculture, 
transport.

European Council proposes a candidate for 
the European Commission President, taking into 
account the elections to the European Parliament 

and after having held the appropriate consultations. 
Members of the European Council vote by 

qualified majority. Then, European Parliament 
elects.
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Every commissioner’s purpose 

.

The commission’s President

1. together with the 

commission’s 

members propose 

new laws 

& programmes.

2. Is the 

guardian 

Of the Treaties.

3. manages the 

EU’s

Policies and the 

EU budget
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The Commission’s headquarters

The commission’s HQ

are located in Brussels 
and Luxembourg

Germany



Commission’s headquarters

Weekly meetings of the 
Commissioners take place in 

the 
Brussels headquarters and 

in Strasbourg.

The departments and 
executive agencies of 
the Commission are 
based in Brussels and 

Luxembourg. 

Representation offices 
throughout the EU act 
as the Commission’s 

voice and monitor 
public opinion in their 

host country.
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6 Commission priorities for 2019-2024

• A European Green Deal

• A Europe fit for the digital age

• An economy that works for people

• A stronger Europe in the world

• Promoting our European way of like

• A new push for European democracy

Spain



The commission’s members
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The Commission is composed of the College of Commissioners from 
27 EU countries. Together, the 27 Members of the College are the 
Commission's political leadership during a 5-year term. They are 
assigned responsibility for specific policy areas by the President.



Spain

The President is the head of 
the European Commission.

According to the treaties, 
the President decides on the 

organisation of the 
Commission and allocates 

portfolios to individual 
Commissioners. 

Ursula von der Leyen – Actual Commission President

President von der Leyen 
was appointed by national 
leaders and elected by the 
European Parliament after 
she presented her Political 

Guidelines.



The President also sets the Commission's policy 
agenda. The President represents the Commission in 
European Council meetings, G7 and G20 summits, 

summits with non-EU countries and major debates in 
the European Parliament and the Council.



Commissioners and their commissions 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT

Frans Timmermans

European Green Deal

COMMISSIONER

Adina Vălean

Transport

COMMISSIONER

Nicolas Schmit

Jobs and Social Rights

Italy

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/timmermans_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/valean_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/schmit_en


COMMISSIONER

Didier Reynders

Justice

COMMISSIONER

Paolo Gentiloni

Economy

COMMISSIONER

Kadri Simson

Energy

Germany

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/reynders_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/gentiloni_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/simson_en


The working methods

Portugal

At their first formal meeting under the presidency of Ursula von der 
Leyen, the College of Commissioners adopted its working methods on 
the way the political leadership is organised. The working methods are 

based on the principles of collegiality, transparency and efficiency. 



Decision-making during weekly meetings
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The College of Commisioners, 
comprised of the 27 Commissioners, 
meets as a general rule at least once per 
week. The weekly decision-making 
procedure is called the oral procedure.



Safe covid-19 vaccines for Europeans
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COVID-19 Vaccine

• The European Commission has secured up to 
2.6 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines so 
far and negotiations are underway for 
additional doses.

• Vaccine deliveries to EU countries have 
increased steadily and vaccination is 
gathering pace. The Commission is also 
working with industry to step up vaccine 
manufacturing capacity.



Figures on vaccination
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51.5 million doses delivered in the EU 

29.2 million doses administered in the EU



Fun Facts

• The European Commission holds a 

virtual monopoly on legislative 

initiative, as it proposes nearly all EU 

legislation to the European Parliament 

and the Council of the European 

Union. The College of Commissioners 

is composed of 28 individuals.

Romania




