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Why Has The EU Been Created?

• Romania

The EU has been created because, after 

a period of  war, the objectives of  the 

European Union are: 

1. promoting peace, its values and the 

well-being of  its citizens. 

2. fostering sustainable development, 

based on balanced economic growth 

and price stability on a highly 

competitive market economy, with full 

employment and social progress, and 

environmental protection; 



3. fighting against social 

exclusion and discrimination; 

4. establishing an economic 

and monetary union with the 

Euro as the single currency; 

5. promoting scientific and 

technological progress

Romania
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The Six 

Founding 

Countries

18 April 1951

Schuman’s vision starts to 

take shape when six 

countries — Belgium, 

Germany, France, Italy, 

Luxembourg and the 

Netherlands — sign a treaty 

to create a European 

institution that would pool 

and manage coal and steel 

production.

Portugal



EU history in the years

• 1950: The start of  trade between Germany and France 

• 1952: Already two years later, the Treaty of  Paris 

establishing the European Coal and Steel Community 

(ECSC) entered into force. The signatories are 

Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, and 

Luxembourg. 

Germany



• 1957: Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West 

Germany signed the Treaty of  Rome, which created the European Economic 

Community (EEC)

Italy
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1967: The ECSC, EEC, and EAEC merge their institutions into the 
European Communities (EC) (a Merger Treaty).

1973-1986: During this period, the EU grew from seven to twelve 
members. 

1990: The collapse of  the Soviet Union, the reunification of  Germany, 
and the independence of  Central and Eastern European countries: 
a united Europe seems possible.

Spain



• 1993: The Treaty of  Maastricht (also known as the Treaty on European 

Union) enters into force on 1 November. 

• 1995: Enlargement: With the accession of  Austria, Sweden, and Finland, the 

EU now has 15 Member States.

• 1999: The euro becomes the first “invisible” currency in the world. First 

introduced as book money in 11 EU countries on 1 January

Italy



Currently, there are exactly    27     countries in the E.U. and 

they all have their reasons why they joined the E.U. But telling all of  

them would be boring, and we do not want to bore you all, so we 

are going to go through some reasons that made your countries join 

the European Union:(except Germany, 'cause Germany is actually a 

founding country and Italy, but they were quite eager to share some 

of  their ideas with us) 

.

.

•

Greece



Why 

Romania 

joined the EU

Romania entered 
because they 

wanted to:

1. Improve their 
economy.

2. Consolidate the 
rule of law, 

democracy, and 
their position as

Western allies.

Romania
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Why Spain joined 

the EU

Spain's entry into the 
European Union became 

effective in 1986, but

the signing of  the Accession 
Treaty in Madrid took place in 

June

1985. Furthermore, the first 
request to join the European 

Economic

Community was made in 1962 
by the then Minister of  

Foreign

Affairs, Fernando María
Castella.

Spain



Why Italy joined 

the EU

Italy decided to found the 

European Union with 

Spain, France, 

Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, and West 

Germany to enjoy the 

advantages of  political 

and economic stability.

Italy



Why Greece joined the EU

Greece joined the E.U. in

1981, participating actively

in most European initiatives.

Several and tangible are the

reasons why Greece took

this big step in her finance

and political area. Not only

were the causes economic

and developmental but the

protection of the civil and

human rights as well.

Greece



Why Portugal 

joined the EU

Portugal joining the EU

meant in the late 70’s and

early 80’s that the country

would be integrated in a

powerful common market,

that its institutions would

be modernized in order to

do so, and that funding

would be available to

reach those goals.

Portugal



Fun Facts

The European Union has its own
flag, complete with twelve
stars. It is often thought that
they originally meant to
symbolize the first twelve
countries to join the EU, but
no correlation has ever truly
been confirmed, especially
since there is more than
double that amount of
members today. The twelve
stars are generally thought of
as a symbol of unity and
perfection.

Germany



Fun Facts

• The European Union has a
motto. It reads: United in
Diversity. The motto signifies
how Europeans have come
together, in the form of the EU,
to work for peace and prosperity,
while at the same time being
enriched by the continent’s many
different cultures, traditions, and
languages. The EU also has its
own anthem, “Ode to Joy”, from
Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Ninth
Symphony”, composed way back
in 1823.

Portugal



Fun Facts

• The main currency in the 
EU is the Euro, but not 
every country has adopted 
it. Today, it is the official 
currency of  19 countries. 
It was first introduced in 
2002. It was such an 
exciting event when many 
countries switched from 
their own currency to the 
Euro..

Italy



Fun Facts

• Many people rushed to a cash 
point at midnight on the 1st 
January 2002 to withdraw their 
first Euros. The euro coins have 
a standard print on one side and 
a country-specific design on the 
other. But you can use them in 
any country where the Euro is in 
circulation. It is really fun to 
have different coins from 
different countries in your purse. 
The different banknotes have 
different colors and represent 
different architectural styles 
throughout European history.

Greece



Fun Facts

• If  there are European Parliament 

debates, sessions, and conferences, 

official transcripts and documents 

are translated into all these 

languages. The European 

Parliament is the biggest employer 

of  interpreters in the world, with 

350 permanent interpreters, joined 

by about 400 freelancers during 

peak periods. The interpreters 

make it possible for members of  

Parliament to speak their own 

language and still be understood.

Romania



Fun Facts

• There are 24 official languages 
in the European Union. The 
most commonly used are 
English, French, and German. 
Other languages include 
Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, 
Danish, Dutch, Estonian, 
Finnish, Greek, Hungarian, 
Irish, Latvian, Lithuanian, 
Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, 
Spanish, and Swedish. 

Italy



Fun Facts

• Member countries 
aren’t forced to remain 
in the European Union. 
Any country is allowed 
to leave if  they so 
choose, but they 
obviously must notify 
the EU of  their 
decision.

Romania



Fun Facts

• Arrangements have to be 
made in order for a 
country to leave, with 
decisions made as to how 
any dealings between that 
country and the Union in 
the future would be taken 
care of. It is a really 
complicated process (as is 
joining), as we can see 
today with the Brexit
situation.

Portugal



Some questions

• Question no. 1:

Do you know why was 
the European Union 
founded? 

• Question no. 2:

Do you know who are 
the 6 founding countries 
of  the union?

Spain



The answers

• Q1: So, in case you didn't 
know the answer to this 
question, here is the 
response. The European 
Union was founded to 
created peace around 
Europe. To end wars. To 
open borders and start 
trading with neighbors. To 
created a union. 

• Q2:. The six founding 
countries of   the E.U. are: 
Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, 
Luxembourg  and the 
Netherlands


