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Foreword

How to experience European togetherness during a pandemic? Fortunately, we were able to kick off
our project "European citizenship – cultural, historical, economic, lingual, and political
dimensions" at our first Learning, Teaching, and Training activity in Caldas da Rainha, Portugal, in
September 2019, dealing with our common heritage. Our second LTT activity in Thessaloniki,
Greece, was to take place after the outbreak of Covid-19, so we had to postpone it indefinitely,
without having the opportunity to arrange for this meeting in autumn 2020.
We then decided to carry out online the meeting that was designed to be the most interactive
activity, an excursion to, and visit of, the European institutions in Brussels, as we did not see how
we could plan an event of this scale without the perspective of catching up later.
The greatest challenge was to redesign this event for our students to learn about and experience
Europe and the way it is governed so they could work together on the most important aspects while
being several hundreds, even thousands, of kilometers apart.
With the division of all the students working on the project into transnational teams, they worked on
six different topics:
European history – European symbols – The European Parliament – The European Council and the
Council of the EU – The European Commission – The EU and the World
With all the problems that ensued, we were amazed at how well the students worked together and
overcame all technical, organizational, and communicational problems and showed a spirit of real
European togetherness. This is why we decided to compile all the students’ findings in a project
magazine, in a digital and a printed version.
We would like to thank all students and teachers involved in this unusual piece of work, all that
have shared this experience and made it happen. We are now looking forward to the next steps,
whether they are physical or digital.
FRANK PAUER
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I. EU HISTORY
I.1. Why Has The EU Been Created?
The EU has been created because, after a period of war, the objectives of the European Union are:
●

promoting peace, its values and the well-being of its citizens;

●

fostering sustainable development, based on balanced economic growth and price stability

on a highly competitive market economy, with full employment and social progress, and
environmental protection;
●

fighting against social exclusion and discrimination;

●

establishing an economic and monetary union with the Euro as the single currency;

●

promoting scientific and technological progress.

I.2. EU History – In Years
1950: The start of trade between Germany and France
1952: Already two years later, the Treaty of Paris establishing the European Coal and Steel
Community (ECSC) entered into force. The signatories are Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg.
1957: Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany signed the Treaty
of Rome, which created the European Economic Community (EEC)
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1967: The ECSC, EEC, and EAEC merge their institutions into the European Communities (EC) (a
Merger Treaty).
1973-1986: During this period, the EU grew from seven to twelve members.
1990: The collapse of the Soviet Union, the reunification of Germany, and the independence of
Central and Eastern European countries: a united Europe seems possible.
1993: The Treaty of Maastricht (also known as the Treaty on European Union) enters into force on
1 November.
1995: Enlargement: With the accession of Austria, Sweden, and Finland, the EU now has 15
Member States.
1999: The euro becomes the first “invisible” currency in the world. First introduced as book money
in 11 EU countries on 1 January
2004: First eastward enlargement: Cyprus, Cyprus, Poland, Hungary, Slovenia, Slovakia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Estonia, Malta and the Czech Republic join. With this largest wave of enlargement to
date, the EU now includes 25 Member States.
2007: Second enlargement to the east: the accession of Bulgaria and Romania brings the number of
members to 27. Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Czech Republic,
Hungary join the Schengen area.
2013: Croatia joins the European Union, making it 28 countries in the European Union.
The Treaty of Lisbon is ratified by all EU countries before entering into force in 2009.
6

I.3. EU History – The Story
A peaceful Europe – the beginnings of cooperation
The European Union is set up with the aim of ending the frequent and bloody wars between
neighbours, wars which culminated in the Second World War. As of 1950, the European Coal and
Steel Community began to unite European countries economically and politically in order to secure
lasting peace. The six founding countries are Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and
the Netherlands.

A period of economic growth
The 1960s is a good period for the economy, helped by the fact that EU countries stop charging
custom duties when they trade with each other.
A growing Community – the first enlargement
Denmark, Ireland, and the United Kingdom join the European Union on 1 January 1973, raising the
number of Member States to nine. The short, yet brutal, Arab-Israeli war of October 1973 results in
an energy crisis and economic problems in Europe.

The changing face of Europe - the fall of the Berlin Wall
The Polish trade union, Solidarność, and its leader Lech Wałęsa, become household names across
Europe and the world following the Gdańsk shipyard strikes in the summer of 1980.

A Europe without frontiers
With the collapse of communism across Central and Eastern Europe, Europeans become closer
neighbours. In 1993 the Single Market is completed with the 'four freedoms' of: movement of
goods, services, people, and money.

A challenging decade
The global economic crisis strikes hard in Europe. The EU helps several countries to confront their
difficulties and establishes the 'Banking Union' to ensure safer and more reliable banks. In 2012, the
European Union is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
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I.4. Why the countries involved in our project joined the EU
I.4.1. Why Romania joined the EU
Romania entered because they wanted to:
1.

Improve their economy.

2.

Consolidate the rule of law, democracy, and their position as

Western allies.
3.

Create a solid identity as Europeans.

Romania pulled off a successful six-month presidency of the
European Union, its first time in that role, and has made
considerable progress integrating into Europe. Romanian officials have important jobs in Brussels,
including Mircea Geoană, who was named deputy secretary general of NATO, the first person from
the old Eastern Bloc to have the job.

I.4. 1. 1. Don’t Stop Believing
On January 1st 2007 Romania officially became a member of The European Union. It was a
moment driven by euphoria, yet a moment full of expectations. After fourteen years, this scene of
recent history embodies trust, hope, but, in some cases, disappointment. The trust that Romanians
put into the EU, however, continues to be above the European average (over 52%, against 36%).
The faith in the modernization of many sectors (infrastructure, public health, etc.) is tied to
allocating substantial European funds. The disappointment comes from the fact that the absorption
of these funds is not the one intended.
As a member state of the EU, Romania contributes with 1% to the GDP (approx. 2.3 billion
€) annually. In the following time period: 2021-2027, Romania’s contribution to the EU budget will
increase to 15-20 billion €, whereas our country may obtain 80 billion € from the EU, according to
the information provided by the mass-media, in the aftermath of the Bruxelles Summit from the
summer of 2020.
At 13 years since the adherence, Romania received 54.4 billion € from the EU, unlike 18.91
billion €, which represented Romania’s contribution at the time. In other words, for each € that
Romania contributed to the GDP, it received 3 € back.
Romania entered the European Union as a country with a high development potential in
industry, agriculture, tourism and so on. The adherence to the EU laid the foundation for a rapid
8

growth. Unfortunately, the fall of the industry that had been built before ’89 led to an increased
migration. It is estimated that around 3 million Romanians have left for the foreign countries in
search for a better job. This matter influences numerically and qualitatively the workforce still left
in the country, including the demographic aspect as well.
There are many things to be done for the progress to actually be fast and palpable. Our
chance of success very well depends on the quality of the governance. For instance, it is hard for us
to believe that a country with Romania’s agricultural capabilities is importing significant quantities
of alimentary products. The eco-friendly agriculture would be our golden ticket. Romania’s reindustrialization needs to be regarded as one of our top priorities. Remarkable opportunities could
be provided by IT, tourism, etc. It would be essential to export less and less raw material and
develop the capacity to process and rework that very raw material.
Romania joined the EU with its stunning ‘trousseau’ of cultural heritage. Our moral
obligation is to conserve it in the absolute best way that we possibly can. We believe in a Europe in
which the national identities harmonise like a concert. The precious, distinct voices turn the whole
ensemble into a true work of art.
The economic financial crisis has hit Europe like a tidal wave, as well. The same goes for
the pandemic. Romania is traversing a rather difficult and tedious period. The hope of recovery also
depends on the EU. It is our duty to capitalize on how we can use this chance.
‘Insieme, unite unite, Europe!’
Vlad Munteanu, 8th grade student at
National College ‘Iosif Vulcan’, Oradea, Romania
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I.4.2. Why Italy joined the EU
Italy decided to found the European Union with Spain, France,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany to enjoy the
advantages of political and economic stability.

I.4.3. Why Spain joined the EU
Spain's entry into the European Union became effective in 1986, but
the signing of the Accession Treaty in Madrid took place in June
1985. Furthermore, the first request to join the European Economic
Community was made in 1962 by the then Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Fernando María Castella.

What does it mean for Spain to be part of the EU?
Being in the EU means being part of a single market (the so-called internal market), in which
goods, services, workers, and capital circulate freely, without obstacles and without being subject to
discrimination.

How much does Spain pay to the EU?
The report reflects how Spain is situated with 12,207.82 million euros, in the fifth position in terms
of the contribution of the member states to the budget of the European Union for 2019.

How many times has Spain presided over the EU?

The European Parliament has been chaired by Spaniards on three occasions: Enrique Barón (19891992), José María Gil-Robles (1997-1999) and Josep Borrell (2004-2007).

What place does Spain occupy in the European economy?
Spain ranks 17th in purchasing power out of a list of 42 European countries.

10

I.4.4. Why Greece joined the EU
Greece joined the E.U. in 1981, participating actively in most European initiatives. Several and
tangible are the reasons why Greece took this big step in her finance and political area. Not only
were the causes economic and developmental but the protection of the civil and human rights as
well.

I.5.10 Fun Facts about the European Union
1. The European Union has its own flag, complete with twelve stars. It is often thought that they
originally meant to symbolize the first twelve countries to join the EU, but no correlation has ever
truly been confirmed, especially since there is more than double that amount of members today. The
twelve stars are generally thought of as a symbol of unity and perfection.

2. The European Union has a motto. It reads: United in Diversity. The motto signifies how
Europeans have come together, in the form of the EU, to work for peace and prosperity, while at the
same time being enriched by the continent’s many different cultures, traditions, and languages. The
EU also has its own anthem, “Ode to Joy”, from Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony”,
composed way back in 1823.
11

3. There are 24 official languages in the European Union. The most commonly used are English,
French, and German. Other languages include Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Estonian,
Finnish, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Latvian, Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian,
Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish, and Swedish. If there are European Parliament debates, sessions, and
conferences, official transcripts and documents are translated into all these languages. The
European Parliament is the biggest employer of interpreters in the world, with 350 permanent
interpreters, joined by about 400 freelancers during peak periods. The interpreters make it possible
for members of Parliament to speak their own language and still be understood.

4. The main currency in the EU is the Euro, but not every country has adopted it. Today, it is the
official currency of 19 countries. It was first introduced in 2002. It was such an exciting event when
many countries switched from their own currency to the Euro. Many people rushed to a cash point
at midnight on the 1st January 2002 to withdraw their first Euros.
The euro coins have a standard print on one side and a country-specific design on the other. But you
can use them in any country where the Euro is in circulation. It is really fun to have different coins
from different countries in your purse. The different banknotes have different colours and represent
different architectural styles throughout European history.
5. Member countries aren’t forced to remain in the European Union. Any country is allowed to
leave if they so choose, but they obviously must notify the EU of that decision. Arrangements have
to be made in order for a country to leave, with decisions made as to how any dealings between that
country and the Union in the future would be taken care of. It is a really complicated process (as is
joining), as we can see today with the Brexit situation.

6. EU countries also have something else in common: their passports. All European Union countries
have a red passport, with “European Union” written at the top, followed by the country the person is
the citizen of. There is no European citizenship (yet?) though more and more people feel they are
European citizens as they can move around freely to live in any of its countries.

7. The European Union has won the Nobel Peace Prize. It was awarded to the EU in 2012 based on
its contributions towards peace and reconciliation. This was a wonderful achievement considering
the fact that it was created originally for that exact purpose, amongst other things, after the Second
World War.
12

8. The European Parliament is the largest and only directly-elected international body in the world.
With more than 700 members representing over 500 million citizens from 28 EU member states, no
other international body in the world can beat the size of the European Parliament. Since the first
parliamentary elections of 1979, the European Parliament has also become the only international
assembly with directly-elected members, both in the EU and in the whole world. Its first president
ever, back in 1979, was a woman: Simone Veil.

9. The European Union also runs a network of schools for its staff and others who may want to
benefit from a European education. There are currently 13 official European Schools (as of May
2019). The European Baccalaureate cycle consists of a multilingual curriculum. Pupils must always
follow a combination of language, humanities and scientific subjects, with subjects taught through
more than one language.

10. The EU has facilitated the daily life of its citizens in many ways. One of the latest benefits we,
as European citizens, can really experience, is mobile-phone roaming. As someone living in
Germany, I have a German mobile phone. When I travel to Spain or Latvia, I can use my mobile
phone as if I was home. No extra charges, no special contract. The European Health Insurance Card
offered free of charge to all residents of the European Union is another wonderful invention. The
idea is that all citizens, no matter what participating European country they are in, can access the
health care they need, if they need it.
Living in the European Union is a really wonderful thing.
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II. European Union - Symbols

II.1. The EU flag

II.1.1. What’s its history?
Before the development of political institutions the flags
representing Europe were limited to representing unification
movements. The most popular were the flag of the European
movement (a large green letter “E’’ on a white background) and that
of the International Pan European Union. None of them were
intended to represent a united Europe and they ended up being
replaced by the current European flag. The council of Europe’s
search for a symbol began in 1950, when a committee was created to
examine the issue of the European flag. There were numerous proposals, but the theme of circle and
stars was repeated. The religious symbol of the cross was rejected by Turkey (which was a member
of the Council of Europe since 1949). Kalergi then suggested adding a transverse bar as a solution
to overcome the objections.

II.1.2. What does it symbolise?
The European flag symbolizes what the European Union is, more broadly, the identity and unity of
Europe. The flag is made up of 12 yellow stars arranged in a circle on a blue background. The stars
represent the ideas of unity. Identity and harmony among the peers of Europe. The number of stars
has nothing to do with the number of EU countries, although the circle is a symbol of unity.

II.1.3. What does it look like?
The flag has a dark blue or, as some would say, royal blue
background with 12 yellow stars on top forming a circle.
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II.1.4. Something about our own flags

Romania: The flag is coincidentally very similar to the civil flag of
Andorra and the state flag of Chad. The national flag of Romania
(Romanian: drapelul României) is a tricolor with vertical stripes,
beginning from the flagpole: blue, yellow and red. The flag of
Moldova is related to the Romanian tricolor, except it has a 1:2 ratio, a lighter shade of blue, a
slightly different tint of yellow, and the Moldovan coat of arms in the middle.

Spain: The flag of Spain (Spanish: Bandera de España), as it is
defined in the Spanish Constitution of 1978, consists of three
horizontal stripes: red, yellow and red, the yellow stripe being twice
the size of each red stripe. Traditionally, the middle stripe was
defined by the more archaic term of gualda, and hence the popular
name la Rojigualda (red-weld). Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, the color scheme of the
flag remained intact, with the exception of the Second Republic period (1931–1939); the only
changes centered on the coat of arms.

The flag of Germany (German: Flagge Deutschlands) was adopted
on May 23 1949 and has three horizontal stripes: the first one is
black, then the one in the middle is red and the following on the
bottom is yellow. As an official symbol of the constitutional order, it
is protected against defamation. The flag changed from a blackwhite-red colour scheme to black-red-gold/yellow because the first scheme was known for the
national socialism.

The flag of Italy is a tricolour featuring three equally sized vertical
pales of green, white and red, with the green at the hoist side. Its
current form has been in use since 18 June 1946 and was formally
adopted on 1 January 1948. After 7 January 1797 popular support
for the Italian flag grew steadily, until it became one of the most
important symbols of the Risorgimento, which culminated on 17 March 1861 with the proclamation
of the Kingdom of Italy.
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The Portuguese flag is one of the more easily recognizable world
flags. It consists of a coat of arms on an unevenly-split field. The
Portuguese flag colours are green (the majority color) on the fly and
red (the minority color) on the hoist. On the junction between them
lies a coat of arms, consisting of the Portuguese shield set on an
armillary sphere.
This flag has only been the official flag of Portugal since 1911, a year after the downfall of the
monarchy. It was devised by a special commission which included Portuguese painters and
politicians.

The flag of Greece
This flag of Greece was officially adopted by the Greek state
in 1978, that is pretty recent, and the exact shade of the blue color
has not been officially issued, so it may vary from light blue to dark
blue. However, this has not been the official flag of the Greek State
for many centuries, but it first appeared in the First National
Assembly that took place in January 1822 in Epidaurus less than a year after the beginning of
the Greek revolution against the Ottoman Turks.
According to tradition, the nine stripes represent the nine syllables of the phrase "Freedom or
Death" (E-le-fthe-ri-a i Tha-na-tos in Greek), the motto of the Greek Revolution. The blue and
white colors have been identified as the traditional colors of Greece: blue symbolizes the sky and
the sea, white symbolizes the clouds and the waves.
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II.2. THE EU MOTTO

II.2.1. What is it?
•

United in diversity is the official motto of the European Union (EU)

•

Greek: ενωμένοι στην πολυμορφία

•

Romanian: Uniți în diversitate

•

Italian: Uniti nella diversità

•

Spanish: Unida en la diversidad

•

German: In Vielfalt geeint

•

Portuguese: Unida na diversidade

II.2.2. What is its meaning?

According to the European Commission, "The motto means that, via the EU, Europeans are united
in working together for peace and prosperity, and that the many different cultures, traditions and
languages in Europe are a positive asset for the continent."

II.2.3. When did it come into use?

The European motto was first adopted in May 2000. On 19th of June
2000, at Santa Maria da Feira, Portugal, the 24th President of the
European Parliament, Nicole Fontaine, concluded her official
opening speech with the introduction of the European Union motto.

II.2.4. How was it chosen?
In September 1999, a competition was launched for students who
were invited to contribute to the creation of a motto for the
European Union.
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II.2.5. What country used the same motto before the EU?
“Unity in diversity” has been Indonesia's national motto since 1945

II.2.6. Fun facts about the flag
The motto was displayed on a blue background.
The six mottos rejected were "Peace, Freedom, Solidarity", "Our
differences are our power", "United for peace and democracy",
"United in freedom", "An old continent, a new hope" and "All
different, all Europeans!"
On 4 May 2000, almost 500 schoolchildren from fifteen EU classes gathered at the European
Parliament in Brussels to help proclaim the chosen motto.
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II.3. The Official Languages Of The EU
The EU Has 24 Official Languages
Bulgarian

Croatian

Czech

Danish

Dutch

English

Estonian

Finnish

French

German

Greek

Hungarian

Irish

Italian

Latvian

Lithuanian

Maltese

Polish

Portuguese

Romanian

Slovak

Slovenian

Spanish

Swedish

The first official languages are: Dutch, German, French and Italian

Countries that have common languages
•

Dutch: Belgium, Netherlands

•

English: Ireland, Malta

•

French: France, Belgium, Luxembourg

•

German: Germany, Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg

•

Greek: Greece, Cyprus

•

Swedish: Sweden, Finland

Fun facts about the European languages
•

European languages tend to be related to each other like the members of the same family.

•

German has the most native speakers in Europe

•

Greek (and traditional Chinese) are the oldest written languages still in use today

•

English and French are the only languages that are taught in every country of the world
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II.4. THE ANTHEM OF EUROPE
The official anthem of the European Union and the Council of
Europe, which adopted it in 1972, consists of a piece from the final
movement of the Ninth Symphony composed in 1824 by Ludwig
van Beethoven, also called Ode to Joy.
Beethoven had set to music the Ode to Joy, composed in 1785 by Friedrich von Schiller. The poem
expresses Schiller's idealistic view on the development of a bond of brotherhood between men, a
view shared by Beethoven.
The anthem isn’t meant to be a substitute for the individual national anthems of the member states,
but to celebrate the values they share and their "unity in diversity", as the European motto goes. The
anthem hasn’t got a text and consists only of music.
In the universal language of music, this anthem expresses the ideals
of freedom, peace and solidarity pursued by Europe. Obviously this
anthem is common of all nations of Europe.
In 1985 it was adopted by the heads of state and government of the
member countries as the official anthem of the European Union.

II.5. EUROPE DAY
Europe Day is celebrated on May 9 each year

II.5.1. Why that date: First reason

The date also coincides with the day that marks the end of the
Second World War.

II.5.2. Why that date: Second reason
This date recalls the day in 1950 when Robert Schuman presented
the economic cooperation plan, conceived by Jean Monnet and set
30

out in the Schuman Declaration, which marks the beginning of the European integration process
with the aim of a future federal union.

II.5.3. Europe Day is celebrated in different ways
Europe Day is already a holiday for those who work at, and are part of, the European institutions,
but it is not for the rest of the European citizens, those who made the very existence of the European
Union possible, because they are part of it, participate to the decision-making process, through the
choice of its parliamentarians, and who subsequently suffer the consequences. For this reason, 9
May should be a day for all Europeans, which does not suppose a gap between institutions.

II.5.4. Some fun facts about Europe Day
❖

Citizens in Europe and around the world celebrated Europe Day within their offices,

accompanied by music from European artists.
❖

the theme for Europe Day in 2020 was "Europeans Against Covid-19"

❖

Europe Day has been a public holiday in Luxembourg since 2019 and it is also a public

holiday in Kosovo, according to the disputed government there.
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II.6. The EU Currency

II.6.1. The EU currency:
Euro (€)

For peace

19 of 27 memeber states

Free trade zone

Introduced on January 1st 1999

To overcome cultural and economic barriers

Reasons for inventing the euro:

Unity, political, and economic integration

II.6.2. The European Central Bank (ECB)
•

Located in Frankfurt, Germany

•

Established on June first 1998

•

role:

•

Promotes economic growth and employment

•

Inflation Target

•

Ensures Financial Stability

•

In general it manages the euro and frames and implements
economic and monetary policy
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III. The EU Parliament
Role: Directly-elected EU body with legislative, supervisory, and
budgetary responsibilities
Members: 705 MEPs (Members of the European Parliament)
President: David-Maria Sassoli
Established in: 1952 as Common Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community, 1962 as
European Parliament, first direct elections in 1979
Location: Strasbourg (France), Brussels (Belgium), Luxembourg
Website: European Parliament
The European Parliament is the EU's law-making body. It is directly elected by EU voters every
5 years. The last elections were in May 2019.
Elections
The European elections took place between 23-26 May 2019.

III.1. What does the Parliament do?
The Parliament has 3 main roles:
1. Legislative
✔ Passing EU laws, together with the Council of Europe, based on European Commission
proposals
✔ Deciding on international agreements
✔ Deciding on enlargements
✔ Reviewing the Commission's work program and asking it to propose legislation
2. Supervisory
✔

Democratic scrutiny of all EU institutions

✔

Electing the Commission President and approving the Commission as a body. Possibility of
voting a motion of censure, obliging the Commission to resign

✔

Granting discharge, i.e. approving the way EU budgets have been spent

✔

Examining citizens' petitions and setting up inquiries

✔

Discussing monetary policy with the European Central Bank.

✔

Questioning Commission and Council

✔

Election observations
36

3. Budgetary
Establishing the EU budget, together with the Council
Approving the EU's long-term budget, the "Multiannual Financial Framework"

III.2. Composition
The number of MEP’s for each country is roughly proportionate to its population, but this is by
degressive proportionality: no country can have fewer than 6 or more than 96 MEPs and the total
number cannot exceed 705 (704 plus the President). MEPs are grouped by political affiliation, not
by nationality. Currently, Germany has 96 MEPs, Italy – 79, Spain – 64, Romania – 34, Greece and
Portugal – 21 each.

The President (i.e., David Maria Sassoli) represents Parliament to
other EU institutions and the outside world and gives the final goahead to the EU budget.

The EU's national governments unanimously decided in 1992 to lay down in the EU treaty where
the EU institutions are officially seated.

This decision had important consequences for the working arrangements for the Parliament: its
official

seat

and

the

venue

for

most

of

the

plenary

sessions

officially

became Strasbourg; parliamentary committees were to have their meetings in Brussels; and
Parliament's Secretariat (its staff) would be officially based in Luxembourg. In 1997 this whole
arrangement was incorporated into the EU treaty.

Parliament building in Strasbourg

Parliament building in Brussels

Parliament building in Luxembourg
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III.3. How does the Parliament work?
Parliament's work comprises two main stages:

Committees prepare legislation
The Parliament numbers 20 committees and two subcommittees, each handling a particular policy
area. The committees examine proposals for legislation, and MEPs and political groups can put
forward amendments or propose to reject a bill. These issues are also debated within the political
groups.
Plenary sessions – to pass legislation. This is when all the MEPs gather in the chamber to give a
final vote on the proposed legislation and the proposed amendments. Normally held in Strasbourg
for four days a month, but sometimes there are additional sessions in Brussels.

III.4. Interviews with MPs

III.4.1. Interview with Miss Mazaly Aguilar

Miss Mazaly Aguilar (CRE) Member of the European Parliament
virtual interview
Interview held on 16th of December 2020 with Miss Mazaly
Aguilar, MP from the Renew group, Spain.

Hiba from Spain

Miss Mazaly

Hello I'm 15 years old. I live in Spain, Almeria, and I like meeting you. My
question is... first, can you explain us briefly the mission of the EU
Parliament? What is its role?
Well the EU Parliament is elected by people from 27 countries. It
represents almost 500 million people...a lot,...and all the members of the
EU Parliament elect the President and also decide about the budget and
also decide something very important, the Laws affecting the daily life of
EU Citizens, so basically these are the 3 most important things that EU
Parliament does every day.
38

from I'm Miruna, I´m 13 years old and I'm from Romania...my first question is..
What is it like working in the EU parliament? Miss Mazaly, can you give
us a glimpse of your weekly activity as a Member of the EU Parliament?
First of all I would like to tell you that for me it is an honour to work here,
Miss Mazaly
because I represent my nation, Spain, in the EU Parliament so really,
really it is an honour...and also I have the possibility to change things not
only for the Spanish people but the European people too.
I work here in Brussels from Monday to Thursday, I come back to Spain
every Thursday night and before the pandemic I had physical meetings
with farmers, stakeholders, lobby groups... but unfortunately, with the
pandemic it is not possible anymore, so I have to do these meetings
by...like this moment with you, and also I have to attend meetings with my
Parliamentary group, with the AGRO commission, with the Security and
Defence committee, because they are the three areas I'm working in.
Miruna
from My second question is... where are the Headquarters of the EU
Romania
Parliament? Can you explain this to us?
Yeah, well,...the principal headquarters are in Brussels, yet it's true we
Miss Mazaly
have other headquarters in Strasbourg but there, we have one Plenary
session every month, not in August; from January to December but not in
August... there are the holidays then. Four days, from Monday to
Thursday. It's true that now with the COVID, the situation in Strasbourg is
closed,... so all the sessions of the Plenary are here in Brussels and when
the COVID finishes, I wish it soon...we can go back to Strasbourg one time
a month, ok?, but the principal Headquarters are here in Brussels.
Rim from Spain
Hello my name is Rim, I'm thirteen years old and I live in Almería, Spain...
Miss Aguilar, how did you decide to start this career and what or who
inspired you?
Miruna
Romania

Miss Mazaly

Student

Miss Mazaly

Well maybe you know that for many, many long years I worked in a big
Enterprise, so I have come here only a year and a half ago, here in
Brussels, but three years ago I made my way into politics. In my family we
have always been interested in politics, but
no one has ever dedicated to it. I'm the first. And... Who inspired
me?...Well six years ago, by chance, I heard a speech to Santiago Abascal,
the young president of my party, VOX, and I knew that I had to be part of
that political project. This is the reason I´m here!
Miss Mazaly, what do the MPs do when not working, on the evenings.
What do you do on your spare time in Brussels?
Well before the pandemic I liked to see exhibitions, music concerts, have
dinner with friends,...shopping with my friends,...but now, nothing of this is
possible but at least I can continuing working… It is true that the
restaurants, the cafeterias, all of them are closed, only shops are open, for
the Christmas time, it is not possible to buy something for gifts this
Christmas Holidays so I hope that the COVID...when the COVID finishes I
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would like to come to see the exhibitions, the concerts, and to go with old
friends, but now it is not possible!...
Student

Miss Mazaly

Catarina,
Portugal

Miss Mazaly

Student
Miss Mazaly

Student

Miss Mazaly

What are the thing you most like about being an MP?...and what is the
thing you dislike the most?
Well,...I like it the most when I come to speak at a Plenary even (if) I only
have one minute, or one minute and a half, and also when I can present the
committees in which I am, the work that my team and I do on different
issues...
And what I dislike the most is that I think there are too many politicians
who live in "Alice's Wonderland" and don´t know real life because they
have never worked in anything other than politics...
from Hello I'm Catarina from Portugal... Miss Mazaly, as a woman, what was
your former activity and how is it for a woman to became a politician?
What difficulties have you found just for being a woman in your former
activity and in this new one?
Catarina, first of all, your T-shirt is really, really very nice...I like so much
the Stars Wars!!! Ah, ah, ah,...well let me explain...You know I came from
the big companies... my last professional position was on external relations
for the customers in a National Technology Company and became a
Politician I think,... in my opinion...it is the same for a woman as for a
man...I have always worked among men and with men and also, fortunate
to me, in my family there were never any distinctions between girls and
boys, but it's true that it existed and maybe now the...the profession is more
open to women now than before. And in this one activity, as members of
the EU Parliament...hardly any difficulties! So it is the same to me to work,
just like a man.
What is the biggest challenge that you have faced as a member of the
European Parliament?
Well, the best challenge at the moment is to get my report of
"Demographic Challenges" approved by almost all Parliamentary Groups.
In this report I want young people continuing working in the fields, and
that rural Spain and other countries (rural areas) doesn't remain empty.
This is at the moment my biggest challenge.
In terms of the daily basis of a parliamentarian’s work-life and agenda, can
you give us a short explanation about how the Parliament works in
Committees. Who appoint those committees, how many are there, how do
they work, how does every committee work, how is the work distributed?
Ok, thre are 20 committees. In these Committees there are between 25 and
81 deputies; that depends on the importance of the Committee, ok?
In these Committees we prepare legislative proposals on initiative reports,
draft and approve amendments, examine Commission and Council
proposals, like the budget...the money is very, very important...and the
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Student

Miss Mazaly

Student

Miss Mazaly

number of deputies in each Commission, it depends on the importance of
each political group. And...each political group has a "rapporteur"...it is
a...is a...in each Committee..., and also shadow rapporteur, they are the
people to work to... I think the most important people in this group and I
also...there are figures named the Coordinators,.. the rapporteurs, the
shadow rapporteurs, and the coordinators very often coordinate and
decide the outcome of the political deliberations...these three Chairs are
very important in each Committee.
Knowing that you are one of the vice-chairs of the AGRO committee, can
you please explain us something about the CAP (Common Agricultural
Policy). What was its origin?, what is it?, and its consequences in countries
such as Spain, Italy, Portugal, Romania or Greece...
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was created in 1962 by only 6
founding countries of the EU under the treaty of Rome and its objective at
that time was to guarantee a fair standard of living for farmers, preserve
natural resources, and respect the environment. Now that means, well...,
little things are different except (include) the economic aids to rural sector
to improve agricultural holdings, and the objectives of these grants are
improve the productivity, technological development to increase
productivity, defend the competitiveness of European producers in a global
market and also, and very importantly, food safety.
The Common Agricultural Policy is considered a basic pillar of the work
of EU, and the budget of this CAP is the 3rd part of the overall budget. For
the period between 2021 and 2027 we are talking about...is a very
important amount, € 343,990,000,000... and in Spain for instance, we
expect to obtain about € 40,000,000,000 in this same period, so, about the
Mediterranean countries you are talking about Spain, Italy, Portugal,
Romania, Greece..
we are very similar in all these countries because we are agricultural
territories and far from Central Europe and that is the difference between
the Central Europe from these countries by the Mediterranean and really
without this CAP we would not be as efficient as we are today...ok?
It is very important for these countries to have the Common Agricultural
Policy.
Miss Mazaly, given that you pass a lot of time out of the hall, we are
curious about other parts of a parliamentarian life such as the airports,
corridors, dining rooms, cantines...Can you tell us some funny story or
happening in such places?
At the European Parliament now at this moment, as you know about the
Brexit, the English people got out, ok?. At this time we have 705 deputies
from 27 countries, there are here 7 political groups and all of these
deputies represent almost 500 million people, exactly 477 million people.
The number of the members of the Parliament from each country is
proportional to their population but, no country can have fewer than 6
members or more than 96. So between 6 and 96 depending of the
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population of these countries, that is the representation of this country.

Student

Miss Mazaly

Student

Miss Mazaly

Jazmin,
Germany
Miss Mazaly

There are not too many funny situations at airports or even here in the
Parliament, because, you know, we take the same planes, at the same hour,
it is the same people with whom you are every day… but...well...sure that I
can see people who work in Brussels, for instance for NATO..., in the
Council,... Spanish people who go with me on the planes...well...for
instance...At the beginning I would like to go to the gym, but now it is not
necessarye to go, and you know why? Because we are walking in this
Parliament, between seven and eight km every day! So I´m thinking...it is
not necessary to go to the gym!... I don't know if is this funny situation
but...it is not necessary to go to the gym because we are walking a lot of
km, ‘cause this building is very, very big so, but...unfortunately there are
not many funny situations. I´m sorry!!
Miss Mazaly, speaking about personal and family life for an MP (husband,
children,... maybe). How do you get along with your family? Is it hard to
work far away from home? Is it not being too much on airports?
It is not so bad! I´m divorced, and my daughters are grown up, they have
children, and it is true that I see them every weekend when I reach Madrid,
well, not very often but sometimes. It is a little bit tough to take a plane
twice a week, well but, really, it is not very bad...! It is true that we have
been here only for one year and a half, I'm not sure, in two more years my
answer may be different but at the moment... it is not so bad!!!
Can you explain to my students the importance of learning languages from
the perspective of an EU citizen and an MP?
Well not every MEP speaks several languages but in my opinion I think it
is absolutely necessary to speak several languages. It is better... for
instance English, French, Spanish...and here in the Parliament you can
speak in your own language, but in other meetings called "in Chamber"...is
absolutely necessary to speak in English. So that is the reason, in my
opinion you have to speak several languages...but not only in the EU
Parliament!!! I think in the future, this young ladies, it is necessary for
them to speak another language because, in my opinion, they want to
travel to other countries and to finish their studies outside their own
countries, because they will be global citizens...in my opinion they have to
improve not only English, which they speak very well, but...other
languages too...but if they want to work in the EU Parliament, of course,
but even if their future is not here in Brussels they need to speak two or
three..or four languages...It is very important to them! Ah, ah!...
from Miss Mazaly, what are your dreams and hopes?
Well my dream....ah....I would like it that any, any country kept their own
sovereignty. In my opinion, EU strives, all together, to do the best for
every country of the EU, but there are many things that only the own
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country must decide about ok? It is very important that we can help
everybody...together...really but we are so different in many things!,...so it
is necessary to conserve our own sovereignty, but to work together with all
the countries. And also the law is the same in all countries,.. but
unfortunately at the moment it is not like that, so we are working for
that...and to have the Citizens of these countries, at exactly the same pace
together. It is not very easy but it is our dream, at least, my dream...ok?
That every Citizen in the EU was the same, doesn't matter in which country
he was born, ok?

III.4.2. Interview with Mrs. Clara Aguilera

Hiba from Spain 1. First, can you explain us briefly the mission of the UE Parliament? What
is its role?
Mrs. Aguilera

Hello, one moment please! I apologize for speaking in Spanish because my
English is not good enough yet. You are in time to improve your languages
a lot and this problem doesn’t happen to you because I have to be studying
languages at this point in my life.
What is my role? Above all, my role is to defend and represent the
demands and needs of Europeans, especially Spanish citizens, since I am a
member of the European Parliament.

Miruna
Romania

from What’s it like working in the EU parliament? Mrs Aguilera, can you give
us a glimpse of your weekly activity as a Member of the EU Parliament?
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Mrs. Aguilera

I am going to give you a summary so that you will understand the activity.
The work in the European Parliament is similar to other parliaments,
although it has some important differences. What is my work and essential
weekly activity? Well, the first difference is that I am from Andalusia,
southern Spain, from Granada and, normally, I have to develop my work in
Brussels or in Strasbourg. Therefore, before having the covid-19
pandemic, I used to go every Monday to Brussels or Strasbourg and return
on Thursdays. There is an important difference in displacement now.
What was my activity? My activity, like that of other members of the
Parliament, was very concentrated between from Monday afternoon until
Thursday at noon, when we had the commission sessions, the plenary
session, and the meetings with the different Parliament groups, that is to
say, there we developed my weekly agenda. All that I mentioned was
before the pandemic, now with the pandemic, logically, telecommuting is
more common.
But imagine, two planes a week on Mondays because southern Europe is a
little far away to go to my office. The first commission session always
started at 3 p.m. on Mondays and thus ended intensely, attended meetings
or commission sessions until Thursdays at night. I was coming home late
and at night, I was already sleeping at home again. That was the usual
agenda of a Parliament member before the pandemic, now with
teleworking everything has changed a bit.

Student

Miss Aguilera, how did you decide to start this career and what or who
inspired you?

Mrs. Aguilera

I started my career studying law and from a very young age like you or a
little older, I already had an interest in politics and educational policy and
had a lot of interest in participating in decisions, collaborating with city
councils and in the university itself. I started very early. Therefore, at the
age of 16 I began to be interested, I participated a lot in organizations or
associations and I really liked the opinion debates between people, so at
16 I started. Even though I continued studying, I finished my studies and
started working in something that didn't have anything to do with politics.
In a company, I developed my professional work, until I started in politics,
44

dedicating myself exclusively in year 2000. I have been 21 years in
politics, I am a little old in politics. I already have to retire, so that
younger people can enter, but from the year 2000 I have dedicated myself
more professionally to politics and I requested a leave of absence in my
company.
In fact, a fundamental thing to dedicate yourself to politics is that you must
first study, finish your studies, have a profession and later, think about
helping and make political decisions. But first, it is important to study and
have a professional activity so that you do not generate a dependence on
politics.
Politics has to be an activity that you volunteer to help society, but your
life and work should not depend on it.
Ginevra
Italy

from Ms Aguilera, what do the MPs do when not working, on evenings. What
do you do in your spare time in Brussels?

Mrs. Aguilera

I have to tell you that, when I am in Brussels, I have very little free time
because we concentrate the time that we are there and, later, we return
home to Spain. For this reason, we go on Monday until Thursday.
Therefore, we concentrate our task a lot. So, for example I go to the
Parliament every day from my house at 8 in the morning and I usually
return home around 7-8 in the afternoon, if there is no plenary session. If
there is a plenary session, even later. It means that in general I spend 12
hours in the Parliament buildings regularly.
As a consequence of all that I mentioned before, I can enjoy little.
Sometimes, we have to do some activity outside as well. In fact, I have
enjoyed it when I stayed for a weekend in Brussels and I was able to take
advantage of it. I really like to see the city, I really like to travel, so I took
the opportunity to see some parts of Belgium that I didn’t know, some
areas and some towns in Belgium, even the Netherlands or Germany
because the train from Brussels is relatively easy. I really like to travel, so
if I have the opportunity, I travel and I also like to meet friends in Brussels
and Granada. It is true that the recent virus is not leaving us yet but I
really like being with friends, meeting for lunch or going to see movies,
going for a walk, having coffee or a good talking shop about anything else,
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not politics of course. It is what I love to do in my free time.
Antonis
Greece

from What are the things you most like about being an MP?...and what is the
thing you dislike the most?

Mrs. Aguilera

The most important thing is that you are making decisions, many of them
are very important in the territories and for the people. A decision, debate
or work on a regulation can help people and, thus, you see it perfectly. I
am dedicated to politics fundamentally to the subjects of agriculture,
fisheries, and rural development. These are the areas in which I am
specialized. Well, I really like to see how I contribute in part to solving
some of the problems in these sectors and helping them, for me it is very
exciting to see how you can influence certain decisions. That's the most
important thing in my opinion.
The most unpleasant thing is that Brussels is very far from Granada, too
far. Europe is very big and well, this forces us to board a lot of planes and
we are permanently travelling a lot throughout Europe and even outside
Europe. I am the president of the delegation with Mexico to Mercosur and
that has meant that before the Covid-19 blast, I travelled a lot to Latin
America to have meetings with these Mercosur market countries such as
Argentina, Brazil, Venezuela, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Mexico especially.
Therefore, the most unpleasant thing is that it is far from my home and my
surroundings, but anyway I find it very nice and very interesting to be able
to help improve the lives of people and towns. So that seems exciting and
very interesting to me.

Catarina

Mrs Aguilera, as a woman, what was your former activity and how is it for
a woman to become a politician? What difficulties have you found just for
being a woman in your former activity and in this new one?

Mrs. Aguilera

Very interesting question, Catarina. My first activity was when I worked in
a federation of agri-food cooperatives in Granada. It is an association that
brought together the agri-food cooperatives of Granada. Although my first
job was in “Roquetas de Mar” in Almería, with greenhouses and with
cooperatives of “El Ejido” and west of Almería. Later, I moved to
Granada, which is where I usually lived and I was working there for 12
years until I joined politics and I am on leave of absence in the federation
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of agri-food cooperatives of Andalusia, I was the manager in Granada.
What difficulties I think you asked me, that is because I made the leap to
politics. They gave me the opportunity to go as a member of the
Andalusian Parliament and it seemed to me that I was trying to get to
know a field that I did not know and I agreed to go as a member of the
Andalusian Parliament. What difficulties did I encounter as a woman?
Well, quite a few, in the west of Almeria at the end of the 80s. So, imagine
women being technicians and telling farmers how they had to do things
was not usual, then it was difficult, they have always been very respectful
but it was difficult.
Agriculture is a sector where there are still not too many women in
representative positions and it was not easy but little by little and with a lot
of work, I ended up making the space in the agrarian sector of Almeria and
Granada. Today, there are many women in the cooperatives and
everything is more advanced but at that time, it was very difficult and you
had to show that you were prepared and a man was preferred over a
woman, they saw it strange that a woman was working in that area. This
has been changing, we have many pending things. I have to encourage
girls, we must be prepared, we must study, so that society continues to see
the importance that women carry.
Student

What is the biggest challenge that you have faced as a member of the
European Parliament?

Mrs. Aguilera

The biggest challenge, there are things that I am satisfied with and it is
now with this pandemic that began in March, the reason why we began to
work in June to articulate aid to farmers and fishermen. The agriculture
and fishing sector that has done a lot for us even in the middle of the
pandemic and we tried that it would not mean to them an increase in costs
due to the pandemic situation. With other colleagues we worked a lot to
get these grants for the entire fleet that could not go out to fish or that had
difficulties and in the agricultural sector due to the fact that the
restaurants were closed and had seen its productions lost on many
occasions.
These European grants give me great satisfaction. I have been able to
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highlight at a European level that in our area it is produced in one way in
Almeria or Granada and in another way in Holland or Sweden. The
agricultural models are different, due to the climate and other issues the
plantations are not the same. I am also satisfied that it is understood how
our agricultural production model is. Things are never achieved by a
single person; everything is achieved with teamwork to achieve goals.
Also, I have had some mistakes but it is better not to mention them and to
learn from the mistakes so you don’t make them again.
Rim from Spain

What are you working on just now?

Mrs. Aguilera

Now, I am working on two important issues. One of them, as you all know,
the United Kingdom has left the European Union with Brexit, well this has
already happened, it has finally been with an agreement but it is causing
us problems to readjust relations between the European Union and the
United Kingdom and I am dedicating myself to the situation of the fishing
sector that has been left outside the North Sea. The waters that now
become the United Kingdom and that has left us out 3,000 European boats.
Imagine what 3,000 European vessels, mainly German, mean to the
Danish, Dutch, French, and Spanish and we are working so that a more
adequate relationship can be articulated. It is true that an agreement has
been reached but the situation is still problematic right now day after day.
To tell you an example, yesterday they communicated to me the problems
they had. Truckers from southern Spain, from Andalusia, who usually
travelled from one country to another with food, but now it turns out that if
you go from the United Kingdom to another European country, as an
example, you cannot take food that is of animal origin because it is
prohibited, so a ham sandwich cannot enter.
So, if a truck driver comes from a British city, he cannot bring anything of
animal origin, neither a truck driver nor anyone else. If I'm going to the
UK and then I go back to Almería, Madrid or Alicante with ham, that can't
happen. These circumstances are happening and this is an anecdote that
has emerged these days, but that is how we are going.
I am also dedicated to the fight against climate change. I do not know if
you have heard about the “European Green Pact” and it is very important,
you are the future of Europe and we have to make that future easier for
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you and thus, we must fight against that climate change. We are currently
working with two strategies, one is called “From Farm to Table” and this
means that you have to value a product from where it is grown or what
type of livestock it is until it reaches the table, each and every one of its
components or elements are important to fight climate change and have a
better environment for all of us. It is on these two issues that I am working
nowadays and in the coming months; as I mentioned before, the Green
Pact and the issue of Brexit.
Caterina
Portugal

from Mrs. Aguilera, can you tell us any funny stories or anecdotes from work?

Mrs. Aguilera

Well, many anecdotes have happened to me, starting in July 2014, at the
European Parliament, where there are many buildings together and to
access one building from another, you have to go from the same floor.
I was permanently lost, I had to articulate a system to locate myself and
invent a formula to not get lost because I was ashamed. When I had a
meeting, I left 10 minutes before because, on the contrary, I didn’t arrive
on time. It is very big and, at first, it impacts you.
Another very nice point is that there are 27 countries, before 28 with the
United Kingdom, with 24 different languages, the most widely spoken
language is English, which I am learning, and when you take a walk and
hear so many languages it is frankly fun, in so little space. There is an
interesting universe of languages.
As a third anecdote, now with the pandemic that we are glued to the iPad
or computer all day and in a conference on the last trip to Brussels, I was
at the airport with the iPad that I even dropped, the conference ended and
I got on the plane. Suddenly, I saw one of the people who had been
intervening in the conference I have participated in and he was right
behind me on the plane, those kinds of things are happening to us by doing
everything online. We can do the same conference and then, you are on the
same plane. If we had known, we would have done it face to face and not
remotely.
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III.4.3. DEBATE
Throughout the debate, we have been talking about the pandemic, Brexit, and things that have
happened to us. Do you know the positive things of year 2020? That Trump loses the elections in
the USA, that made me happy, why? Because, for the first time, a president of a great country for 4
years has sought discrepancy in society to do politics and, normally, a president of a country wants
to do things well, but this man was the other way around. He was looking for political
confrontation, looking for enmities with neighbouring countries such as Mexico, aggressiveness
with the European Union, which is certainly not recommended and is not a matter of parties or
ideologies but of seeking the good of the citizenry, and what has happened at the Capitol should not
be repeated. Just 6-7 days before the change of president, nothing else is expected to happen
because it is a bad example, you cannot encourage evil, that’s what it means to be a bad politician.
Trump is a bad example and has caused discrepancies in American society. The good thing about
democracy is that he leaves. Let's hope that the attitude of the new president will be different. In
any country that has an assault on democracy like the one on the Capitol, it is bad. But the problems
which have happened in a country as important as the United States are a very bad example for the
rest.

III.4.4. FAREWELL
Thank you all, thanks of course to Pablo and Juan for this wonderful meeting with you, and I want
to tell you one thing, learning languages is very important, I have to be there now that I have many
years, I have to be studying English and it generates difficulties to me and I need to have people like
Gonzalo and other collaborators who help me to develop my task. You are in a great moment, it is
very important not only to work, but to develop yourself, do not miss it. Thank you for this meeting,
Pablo, I hope the pandemic ends soon and visits to the Parliament may be possible again, you are
invited as a high school on my behalf to visit the Parliament, I invite a group from your high school
to participate in a visit to the European Parliament.
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IV. The EU Council
IV.1. What is the EU Council?
The European Council, also known as the Council of the European Union, is the EU institution that
defines EU's policy agenda and priorities; identifies issues and their potential solutions. It
consists of the heads of state of the EU member states + the President of the EU Council + the
President of the EU Commission.

IV.1.2. EU Council: Roles and Responsibilities
●

approves EU legislation

●

coordinates the general economic policies of the EU member

states
●

signs agreements between EU and other countries

●

approves the annual budget

●

develops the EU's foreign & defense policy

●

coordinates cooperation between the national courts and

police forces of the EU member states
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IV.1.3. Departments of the EU Council

There are 56 Departments in the EU Council. We think these are
the most important ones:
●

Agriculture (food production vs. climate change and the

global marketplace)
●

Business and Industry (economic growth, business-friendly

environment, job creation, management of EU payments and
incomes)
●

Education, Training, and Youth (education quality, lifelong learning, social cohesion,

mobility, and innovation)
●

Health (EU laws, standards, and funding for public health and medical research)

●

Justice and Human Rights (protection, rights, and justice for all EU citizens)

IV.1.4. Members of the EU Council
●

Angela Dorothea Merkel (Chancellor of Germany, "The Leader of the Free World")

●

António Luís Santos da Costa (Prime Minister of Portugal)

●

Kyriakos Mitsotakis (Prime Minister of Greece)

●

Pedro Sánchez Pérez-Castejón (Prime Minister of Spain)

●

Giuseppe Conte (Prime Minister of Italy)

●

Klaus Werner Iohannis (President of Romania)

IV.1.5. When did our countries hold the EU Council presidency? When will they
hold it again?
●

Germany: 2007 (January-June); 2020 (July-December)
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●

Romania: 2019 (January-June); 2032 (July-December)

●

Spain: 2010 (January-June); 2023 (July-December)

●

Portugal: 2007 (July-December); 2021 (January-June)

●

Italy: 2014 (July-December); 2028 (January-June)

●

Greece: 2014 (January-June); 2027 (July-December)

IV.1.6. Major issues handled by our countries when they held the EU Council
presidency
We think these are the most important ones:
●

2010 (Spanish presidency): changing of voting procedure (double majority); equality of EU

Parliament and EU Council; more influence for the EU Council and the national parliaments →
greater transparency
●

2014 (Greek presidency): immigration and visa issues → border security

●

2020 (German presidency): national minimum wage, improvement of working conditions

(incl. male-female equality issues) → protection of employees

IV.1.7. EU Council fun facts
●

Future sessions of the EU Council will rule that Santa Claus should not be affected by the

mobility restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
●

A Dutch reporter recently gatecrashed an online EU Council session - a moment of both

comic relief and security alert. On the meeting's agenda was, ironically, a classified document
related to cyber-threats facing the EU.
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IV.2. The Council of Europe

IV. 2. 1. What is it?
The Council of Europe (CoE) (French: Conseil de l'Europe, CdE) is an international organisation
founded in the wake of World War II to uphold human rights, democracy and the rule of law in
Europe. Founded in 1949, it has 47 member states, with a population of approximately 820 million,
and operates with an annual budget of approximately 500 million euros.
The organisation is distinct from the 27-nation European Union (EU), although it is sometimes
confused with it, partly because the EU has adopted the original European Flag which was created
by the Council of Europe in 1955 as well as the European Anthem. No country has ever joined the
EU without first belonging to the Council of Europe. The Council of Europe is an official United
Nations Observer.
The headquarters of the Council of Europe are in Strasbourg, France. English and French are its two
official languages. The Committee of Ministers, the Parliamentary Assembly, and the Congress of
the Council of Europe also use German, Italian, and Russian for some of their work.

IV. 2. 2. Aims and achievements
Article 1(a) of the Statute states that "The aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity
between its members for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles which
are their common heritage and facilitating their economic and social progress."[22] Membership is
open to all European states who seek harmony, cooperation, good governance and human rights,
accepting the principle of the rule of law and are able and willing to guarantee democracy,
fundamental human rights and freedoms.
The Council of Europe's most famous achievement is the European Convention on Human
Rights, which was adopted in 1950 following a report by the Council of Europe's Parliamentary
Assembly, and followed on from the United Nations 'Universal Declaration of Human Rights'
(UDHR).[24] The Convention created the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. The
Court supervises compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights and thus functions as
the highest European court. It is to this court that Europeans can bring cases if they believe that a
member country has violated their fundamental rights and freedoms.
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IV.2.3. Institutions

The institutions of the Council of Europe are:
1. The Secretary General, who is elected for a term of five years by the Parliamentary Assembly
and heads the Secretariat of the Council of Europe. Thorbjørn Jagland, the former Prime Minister of
Norway, was elected Secretary General of the Council of Europe on 29 September 2009. In June
2014, he became the first Secretary General to be re-elected, commencing his second term in office
on 1 October 2014.

2. The Committee of Ministers, comprising the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of all 47 member
states who are represented by their Permanent Representatives and Ambassadors accredited to the
Council of Europe. Committee of Ministers' presidencies are held in alphabetical order for six
months following the English alphabet: Turkey 11/2010-05/2011, Ukraine 05/2011-11/2011, the
United Kingdom 11/2011-05/2012, Albania 05/2012-11/2012, Andorra 11/2012-05/2013, Armenia
05/2013-11/2013, Austria 11/2013-05/2014, and so on.
3. The Council's Parliamentary Assembly hemicycle
The Parliamentary Assembly (PACE), which comprises national parliamentarians from all member
states. Adopting resolutions and recommendations to governments, the Assembly holds a dialogue
with its governmental counterpart, the Committee of Ministers, and is often regarded as the "motor"
of the organisation.
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4. The Congress of the Council of Europe (Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of
Europe), which was created in 1994 and comprises political representatives from local and regional
authorities in all member states. The most influential instruments of the Council of Europe in this
field are the European Charter of Local Self-Government of 1985 and the European Outline
Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities of 1980.
5. The European Court of Human Rights, created under the European Convention on Human
Rights of 1950, is composed of a judge from each member state elected for a single, non-renewable
term of nine years by the Parliamentary Assembly and is headed by the elected President of the
Court. The current President of the Court is Guido Raimondi from Italy. Under the recent Protocol
No. 14 to the European Convention on Human Rights, the Court's case-processing was reformed
and streamlined. Ratification of Protocol No. 14 was delayed by Russia for a number of years, but
won support to be passed in January 2010.
6. The Commissioner for Human Rights is elected by the Parliamentary Assembly for a nonrenewable term of six years since the creation of this position in 1999. Since April 2018, this
position has been held by Dunja Mijatović from Bosnia and Herzegovina.
7. The Conference of INGOs. NGOs can participate in the INGOs Conference of the Council of
Europe. Since the Resolution (2003) adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 19 November 2003,
they are given a "participatory status".
8. The Joint Council on Youth of the Council of Europe. The European Steering Committee
(CDEJ) on Youth and the Advisory Council on Youth (CCJ) of the Council of Europe form together
the Joint Council on Youth (CMJ). The CDEJ brings together representatives of ministries or bodies
responsible for youth matters from the 50 States Parties to the European Cultural Convention. The
CDEJ fosters co-operation between governments in the youth sector and provides a framework for
comparing national youth policies, exchanging best practices and drafting standard-setting texts.
The Advisory Council on Youth comprises 30 representatives of non-governmental youth
organisations and networks. It provides opinions and input from youth NGOs on all youth sector
activities and ensures that young people are involved in the Council's other activities.
Information Offices of the Council of Europe in many member states.

IV.2.4. Member states, observers, partners
The Council of Europe was founded on 5 May 1949 by Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. Greece joined three
months later, and Iceland, Turkey, and West Germany the next year. It now has 47 member states,
with Montenegro being the latest to join.
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Article 4 of the Council of Europe Statute specifies that membership is open to any "European"
State. This has been interpreted liberally from the beginning, when Turkey was admitted, to include
transcontinental states (such as Georgia and Azerbaijan) and states that are geographically Asian
but socio-politically European (such as Armenia and Cyprus).
Nearly all European states have acceded to the Council of Europe, with the exceptions of
Belarus (human rights concerns including active use of the death penalty), Kazakhstan (human
rights concerns), and the Vatican City (a theocracy), as well as some of the territories with limited
recognition.
Besides the status as a full member, the Council of Europe has established other instruments
for cooperation and participation of non-member states: observer, applicant, special guest, and
partner for democracy.

V. EUROPEAN COMMISSION

57

V.1. What is it?
The European Commission promotes the general interest of the EU and has the following
functions:
1. presenting legislative proposals to the
Parliament and the Council;
2. managing and implementing EU
policies and budget;
3. ensuring the application of European
legislation;
4. representing the Union in the world;

V.2. How does the European Commission work?
The Commission is made up of 27 commissioners, one from each Member State.
The commissioners work in the general interest of the European Union and not the specific interests
of their own countries.
The Commission works under the political guidance of its President, who decides on its internal
organisation.
The

President

allocates

the

sectors

of

its

activity

among

the

members.

This gives each commissioner responsibility for a specific policy sector and authority over the
administrative departments concerned.

V.3. The name of the commissioners
Ursula von der Leyen is the German commissioner and currently is
the President of the European Commission.

Margaritis Schinas is the Greek commissioner and currently is one
of the Vice Presidents. He is responsible for Promoting the
European Way of Life.
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Josep Borrell is the Spanish commissioner and currently is one of
the Vice Presidents. He is responsible for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy.

Elisa Ferreira is the Portuguese commissioner and leads the Reform
and Cohesion committee.

Paolo Gentilone is the commissioner from Italy and he leads the Economy
commissions.

Adina Valean is the Romanian commissioner and she is the director
of the European transport.
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V.4. The European Commission’s six priorities (2019-2024)
A European Green Deal
Europe wants to be the first climate-neutral continent by becoming a modern, resource-efficient
economy.
A Europe fit for the digital age
The EU’s digital strategy will empower people with a new generation of technologies.
An economy that works for people
The EU must create a more attractive investment environment, and growth that creates quality jobs,
especially for young people and small businesses.
A stronger Europe in the world
The EU will strengthen its voice in the world by championing multilateralism and a rules-based
global order.
Promoting our European way of life
Europe must protect the rule of law if it is to stand up for justice and the EU’s core values.
A new push for European democracy
It’s necessary to give Europeans a bigger say and protect our democracy from external interference
such as disinformation and online hate messages.

V.5. Fun facts
EU countries have something else in common, their passports. All European Union countries have a
red passport, with “European Union” written at the top, followed by the country the person is the
citizen of.
The twelve stars from the official EU flag are generally thought of as a symbol of unity and
perfection not the first twelve countries.
The most spoken languages in EU are German, English, and Italian.
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VI. EUROPEAN UNION AND THE WORLD
VI.1. Is Europe attractive to the rest of the world?

VI.1.1. Europe’s tourism
Europe is one of the most popular destinations to travel to, mostly because of its huge
history, the amazing museums and the sense of “prestige” that is often associated with Europe.
Many countries and nations admire Europe and the Europeans because of the things we have
achieved so far, our countries’ policies, the free health care, our respect for the Human Rights, etc.
Americans have said in Youtube videos that they are jealous of the European culture and
that they would “kill’’ to have this classy European “aesthetic’’ no continent can compete with.
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VI.1.2. Key Statistics for Tourism In Europe


In 2018, there were 713 million international arrivals, this has increased from 670 million in
2017.



83 million tourists visit France every year and it is the leading tourist destination in the
world.



There was a 3.5 % rise in international tourists in 2019.



The continent contributed €782 billion in 2018 and 14.4 million jobs.



By 2025 Britain’s travel industry is set to be worth over £257 billion.



Every year, EU residents take more than a billion vacation trips.



Italy, Spain, France, and England accounted for 55% of EU travel.



35% of the world’s global tourism expenditure is generated from the EU.



Half of the world’s outbound tourism is generated from Europe.



Residents of the European Union took 1.2 billion trips.



It accounts for 50% of the world’s tourist arrivals and 37% of global tourism receipts, it is
the most visited region in the world

VI.1.3. The Top 4 Most Visited Countries In Europe
1. France - 86.9 million visitors
The world’s most visited country, France, is not all about the Eifel Tower, museums and
wine. For more than a decade now, the country has lured the highest number of visitors, more than
any other European or world country. The reasons for that are not few. The country has such a
variety of tourism attractions that a year would not be enough to see and experience everything that
it has to offer.
Medieval villages like the Pérouges, St-Émilion, St-Jean Pied de Port, coastal villages,
snowy mountains, beautiful beaches and enormous outdoor markets have made every traveler to
place France in their must-see list. Over 86 million visitors alone visited the country in 2017, and
the numbers are believed to be much higher in 2018. France seems to be the top world destination
since 1995 when the country received over 60 million visitors.
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2. Spain - 81.8 million visitors
•

Mostly located on the Iberian Peninsula, Spain is the second most visited country in Europe.

Around 81.8 million travelers stepped in Spain in 2017 alone, 5 million more than in the previous
year.
•

Spain has 47 UNESCO world heritage sites, numerous beaches on the Atlantic and

Mediterranean, and numerous festivals that bring together people from all across the world. Many
have compared the coastal part of Spain with tropical islands.
•

The variety of foods, in particular the Tortilla Espanola, Pisto, Paella, and other traditional

dishes have added to the value of a trip to Spain.

3. Italy - 58.3 million visitors
•

Home to some of the most famous buildings in the world, such as the Colosseum and the

Leaning Tower of Pisa, Italy is the third most visited country in the old continent of Europe. A
number of 52.4 million visitors entered the country in 2016 and another 58.3 million in 2017.
•

Home to numerous castles, palaces, cathedrals, vineyards and beaches, the country is also

known for its influential art, architecture and culture. The Vatican Museums, located in the heart of
Rome, are another attraction for many. Rome itself is the third most visited city in Europe, after
Paris and London. Florence, Venice, Milan, and Naples are among the most visited cities in Italy.
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4. United Kingdom - 37.7 million visitors
•

The modern-era Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland consists of four constituent

countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. The country has played a very important
role throughout the history of Europe and the world.
•

Castles, palaces, churches, and other buildings constructed in different periods of history

still stand and attract millions of visitors annually. Among the most visited are the Stonehenge, the
Roman Baths and Georgian City of Bath, the Canterbury Cathedral, the Cotswolds, Warwick Castle
and Stirling Castle.
•

37.7 million travellers entered the country in 2017, 1.9 million more than the previous year.

The number of tourists is particularly high during bank holidays and the summer months.

VI. 2. How Americans view Europe
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VI.3. EU world Kahoot quiz (Romania and Germany)
1. What is the capital of Germany?
a. Frankfurt
b. Munich
c. Berlin
d. Hannover

2. What is the capital of Romania?
a. Cluj Napoca
b. Oradea
c. Iasi
d. Bucharest
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3. When was the EU created?
a. 1993
b. 1994
c. 1995
d. 1996

4. How many countries are in the EU?
a. 26
b. 27
c. 28
d. 29

5. Who founded the EU?
a. Germany, Netherlands, Italy, Belgium and France
b. Germany, Netherlands, Italy, Belgium, France and Romania
c. Germany, Netherlands, Italy, Belgium, France and Greece
d. Germany, Netherlands, Italy, Belgium, France and Luxembourg

6. How many people are in the EU?
a. 446 million people
b. 423 million people
c. 400 million people
d. 337 million people

7. Which is the capital of the EU?
a. Brussels
b. New York
c. Paris
d. Madrid

8. Which is the smallest country of the EU?
a. Vatican
b. San Marino
c. Cyprus
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d. Malta

9. What was the most important reason to create the EU?
a. peace
b. for the economy
c. no reason
d. out of curiosity

10. When does Romania join the EU?
a. 2000
b. 1999
c. 1997
d. 2007

11. What are the neighbours of Romania?
a. Ukraine, Bulgaria, Serbia, Moldova and Hungary
b. Germany, France, Liechtenstein and Greece
c. no one, it’s an island
d. Russia, Latvia, Finland and Sweden

12. What are the neighbours of Germany?
a. Austria, Czech Republic, Netherlands, Poland, France, Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg and
Denmark
b. none, it is an island
c. Romania, Greece, USA, Canada and Mexico
d. Poland, Spain, Portugal, UAE and Russia

VI.4. EU Parliament Kahoot quiz
1. Who is the President of EU Parliament?
a) Joe Biden
b) Ursula von der Layen
c) David Maria Sassoli
d) Charles Michel
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2.Where is she/he from?
a) Germany
b) Romania
c) Italy
c) Portugal

3. How many MP's form the EU Parliament?
a) 523
b) 705
c) 689
d) 75

4. How are they elected?...Proportional?
a) Degresive proportional
b) Pure proportional
c) Desproportional
d) More than 6, less than 96

5. Is 18 vote age in all EU countries?
a) True
b) False

6. What is its role?
a) Legislative
b) Bugdetary
c) Supervisory
d) All previous

7. How many Committees does the EU Parliament have?
a) 20
b) 73
c) 705
d) 44
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8. What is a chair?
a) For sitting?
b) The President of the Committee or Delegation
c) Cheer up somebody
d) A sofa is better...

9. Migration and Asylum is competence of...
a) EU Council
b) EU Commission
c) EU Central Bank
d)EU Parliament

10. Which one of the next is not a EU Parliament Delegation
a) Maghreb
b) Mashreq
c) NATO
d) Germany

11. For how long are the MP's elected?
a) 4 years
b) 5 years
c) 5.5 years
d) 7 years

12. Which is the group with more MP's
a) Renew Europe Group
b) Group of the European People's Party
c) Group of the Socilists and Democrats
d) European Conservatives and Reformists Group

13. What committee stands for "DROI"
a) Durable and Real Opposition
b) Legal Affairs
c) Human Rights
d) Women's Rights and Gender Equality
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14. And for "SEDE"
a) Development
b) International Trade
c) Security and Defense
d) Budgets

15. How many standing Delegations are there in the EU Parliament?
a) 72
b) 31
c) 44
d) 20

VI.5. Is Europe attractive to the rest of the world - Quiz
Quiz: Is Europe attractive to the rest of the world?
Let’s get started!

Which is the second most visited country in Europe?
a) Italy
b) United Kingdom
c) Spain
d) Switzerland

What is an obligation of tolerance in Europe?
a) The countries no longer wage wars against each other
b) Europe has open boarders
c) The countries share the same coin
d) The countries respect each other’s political decisions

What flows out of a specific fountain in Italy?
a) Chocolate
b) Red wine
c) Perfume
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d) Tomato sauce
When is Britain’s travel industry is set to be worth over £257 billion?
a) 2115
b) 2049
c) 2080
d) 2025

What animal did Norway knight?
a) A lion
b) A cat
c) A penguin
d) An ostrich
What’s the Most visited country in Europe?
a) France
b) Greece
c) Spain
What’s the basic idea of Europe?
a) No war (peace)
b) Economic development
c) Help for poor states

What are the principal values of Europe?
a) Human rights equality democracy
b) Prosperity
c) One single currency

What means ECC?
a) European Economic community
b) European environmental cooperation
c) European council for commerce
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In which country are most world heritage sites?
a) Italy
b) Greece
c) Germany

What do Americans think of Europeans?
a) They hate them
b) They are glad they are not Europeans themselves
c) They are jealous of them

Italy, Spain and England are accountable for:
a) 35% of EU travel
b) 55% -‘’c) 45% -‘’Many countries admire Europe because of:
a) our countries’ policies
b) our free health care
c) our respect for the Human Rights
d) all of the above

Spain has ___ UNESCO world heritage sites
a) 36
b) 15
c) 66
d) 47

Europe accounts for ___ global tourism receipts:
a) 44%
b) 67%
c) 37%
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By Iris Iepure, student in 7B at National College “Iosif Vulcan” Oradea, Romania
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Webography
•
https://www.condorferries.co.uk/tourism-in-europe-statistics
•

https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/travel-guide/top-10-most-visited-european-countries/

•

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en

•

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en

•

https://www.cvce.eu/en/education/unit-content/-/unit/eeacde09-add1-4ba1-ba5bdcd2597a81d0/ae36bc40-f732-46cf-a5e7-f8ea54531781

•

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/

•

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal
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