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Malala Yousafzai: “Let us pick up our books and 

our pens, they are the most powerful weapons.” 
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The purpose of ξur project is to raise awareness amongst our fellow students and the wider community 

about human rights and the role of education in the modern world as pillars of peace and wellbeing in a 

drastically changing world. 

Our team tried to investigate first whether and to what extent human rights already recognized by the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights are acknowledged and protected in contemporary societies. 

Doubtless, the issue of human rights involves all aspects of life and, therefore, the struggle for the 

safeguarding of human rights is multifaceted. The second issue we dealt with is active citizenship at 

present: how young people like us can be actively engaged in societies of today and tomorrow driven by 

principles of humanism.  

 

By exploring the unprecedented example of Malala Yousafzai, a passionate activist for women's rights for 

education, we were certain that we would find answers to both our research questions that are closely 

interlinked with school and educational values. Through our thorough research we drew the conclusion 

that education is of vital importance in all respects for a person to prosper but also address life 

challenges. Education opens up opportunities and prospects in career growth. It provides broad 

knowledge, develops life skills, cultivates responsible attitudes. It nurtures respect, tolerance, 

solidarity, cooperation, integrity and may as well act as a preparation stage where students prepare for 

the difficulties they will have to deal with in the fast-pacing modern world. Through this project on 

Malala we came to realize how crucial the school's role is in raising public awareness on human rights 

issues. More importantly, we appreciated that the violation of human rights cannot and should not be 

tolerated for. 

By using as a springboard for our research Malala's personal story - the teenager from Pakistan who 

defied the Taliban and put her life at risk in defending her right to go to school -, we decided to work on 

human rights and equal opportunities in education for both children and women.  

However, who Malala Yousafzai is or what she has achieved may not be known to everybody in this room. 

So, how about introducing her to you now? How about sharing with you some biographical information 

about this exceptional teenager along with the most important facts of her life and achievements so far. 

Malala Yousafzai was born on July 12, 1997 in Mingora, the largest city in the Swat Valley, into a family 

of progressive thinkers and educationists. She is the eldest child of Ziauddin Yousafzai and his wife 

Toorpekai Yousafzai; she has two younger brothers. Malala used to attend a school that her father had 

founded in her hometown.  Her father was an educational activist and must have sensed that there was 

something special about Malala so he encouraged her to think and express herself freely.  

 

When the Taliban, who are extremely conservative Muslims, came to power they wanted girls to stop 

having an education and stay at home instead getting ready for married life. After the Taliban began 

attacking girls' schools in Swat, Malala gave a speech in September 2008 in Peshawar, Pakistan. The title 

of her talk was, "How dare the Taliban take away my basic right to education?" From a very young age, 

when she was 11 years old, Malala started writing an anonymous blog for the BBC Urdu website under the 

pseudonym “Gul Makai”. In it, she used to voice her concerns and express her opposition against the 

practices of the Taliban.  

 

Clearly, Malala was not only very bright and articulate, but also extremely brave as blogging about the 

Taliban injustice was too risky a venture on her part despite the encouragement and support she 

received by her father at the time. In her first blog entry, posted on the 3rd of January 2009, she said 
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that very few girls dared to go to class and that the Taliban had closed down her school. Through her 

blog, Malala soon became an idol, an inspiring teenager who tried to urge people to fight for girls‟ rights 

to education.  

 

As expected, the Taliban issued a death threat against her and on 9 October 2012 Malala was shot in the 

head by a Taliban gunman on her way back home from school. The bullet went through the 15-year old‟s 

head and neck to end in her shoulder. Two of her friends that were next to her were also injured in the 

attack. Fortunately, Malala survived the horrific attack and received immediate treatment at a hospital 

in Peshawar until she was later transferred to Birmingham, England for intensive medical care. Against 

all odds, Malala managed to recover fully while being treated in the United Kingdom hospital. However, 

multiple surgeries were required including repair of a facial nerve to fix the paralyzed left side of her 

face. Luckily, she suffered no major brain damage and, a few months later, she even started attending 

school at the all-girls' Edgbaston High School in Birmingham, from which she continued to speak out on 

the importance of education.  

Over the following couple of years, Malala Yousafzai gained immense popularity as a teenage heroine 

and education advocate across the world.  

On her 16th birthday, in July 12, 2013, Malala was invited as a guest of honour at the United Nations 

Organisation headquarters in New York. In her epic speech, she highlighted her profound interest in 

women's right to education and called on all world leaders to help her in this respect. She said that 

following the attack, “the terrorists thought that they would change our aims and stop our ambitions, 

but nothing changed in my life except this: weakness, fear and hopelessness died. Strength, power and 

courage were born.” Malala also stressed that drastic action needs to be taken by UN member states 

against illiteracy, poverty and terrorism. As she put it: “The extremists were, and they are, afraid of 

books and pens. The power of education frightens them. They are afraid of women... Let us pick up our 

books and pens. They are our most powerful weapons.” Following that monumental speech delivered by 

Malala in 2013 on her birthday at the United Nations, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon pronounced July 

12th 'Malala Day' in honor of her activism, agency and advocacy. 

 

In October 2013, her autobiography entitled "I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was 

Shot by the Taliban" was published and became an international bestseller upon its release. It is excerpts 

of that book that we read and analysed in class. Malala balanced her school studies with her human 

rights activism consistently and was also invited to speak at Harvard University and the Oxford Union.  

In October 2014, Malala was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, at the age of 17! The Pakistani education 

advocate, who had survived her assassination attempt by the Taliban, became the youngest person ever 

to become a Nobel Peace laureate! Can you imagine? In her Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, 17-

year-old Malala affirmed that "This award is not just for me. It is for those forgotten children who want 

education. It is for those frightened children who want peace. It is for those voiceless children who 

want change." 

 

The former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon described Malala as "a brave and gentle 

advocate of peace who, through the simple act of going to school, became a global teacher.” In 

September 2017, three years after she was rushed to the UK from brain surgery, Malala was eventually 

accepted in Oxford University to study Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) at Lady Margaret Hall. 

 

https://www.biography.com/people/ban-ki-moon-218190
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What was it that inspired us so powerfully to do this project on Malala?  

Her bravery, her activism, her agency for change, for human rights, her achievements! Let‟s not forget, 

it was in early 2009 that Malala began blogging about the Taliban threat against girls‟ education. She was 

hardly 12 years old at the time! “Oh, when you get her angry, she's a good fighter, and vicious too… And 

she's fierce, even though she's little.” as Shakespeare wrote. And fierce indeed she was! And still is 

too! Her activism resulted in her nomination for the International Children's Peace Prize in 2011. That 

year, she was also awarded Pakistan's National Youth Peace Prize. 

 

After surviving her assassination attempt by the Taliban at 15, she co-founded Malala Fund with her 

father Ziauddin. The Malala Fund supports the education and empowerment of girls in Pakistan and 

around the world and provides grants to civil society organisations and individuals focused on education. 

In a video played to an audience of thousands, Malala said in 2013: "Announcing the first grant of the 

Malala Fund is the happiest moment in my life. I invite all of you to support the Malala Fund and let us 

turn the education of 40 girls into 40 million girls." Angelina Jolie, a UN special envoy, who pledged to 

give $200,000 to the fund, introduced Malala‟s video and, speaking about her Taliban attackers, said: 

"Here's what they accomplished. They shot her point-blank range in the head – and made her stronger. 

The brutal attempt to silence her voice made it stronger." 

 

In 2014, Malala travelled to Jordan to meet Syrian refugees. She also went to Kenya to meet young 

female students and also to northern Nigeria through the Malala Fund. 

Her continuing activism inspires us on... For her 18th birthday, in July 2015, Malala opened a school in 

Lebanon for Syrian refugee girls. The Malala Fund covered the school's expenses. On the opening day 

Malala said: "Today on my first day as an adult, on behalf of the world's children, I demand of leaders 

we must invest in books instead of bullets." On The Malala Fund website she also wrote: “The shocking 

truth is that world leaders have the money to fully fund primary AND secondary education around the 

world - but they are choosing to spend it on other things, like their military budgets."  

The Malala Fund empowers girls and fosters their leadership in their homelands. Through her Fund and 

her own voice, Malala Yousafzai remains a determined human-rights advocate; a confirmed visionary; a 

committed agent for the power of education. Despite her tender age, Malala is a true role model and a 

source of unwavering inspiration for us all! 

As you may well understand, Malala‟s story and all of her efforts to raise public awareness on the issue of 

young girls‟ rights in education motivated us to do further online research and learn more about young 

people‟s free access to education worldwide. To our surprise, we discovered that although the 

inalienable children‟s right to education is taken for granted here in Greece, this is not the case in a 

large number of countries. Rather than that, the ongoing and blatant violations of this human right 

shockingly render education an exclusive privilege just for the elite few. This was the driving force that 

ignited our imagination and triggered our inspiration for artistic and creative self-expression through 

various end products. 

More specifically, after watching some videos about Malala‟s story and after studying the speech she 

delivered in the United Nations, we prepared several class presentations about her life. In them we 

referred to interesting details about her family background, the attack by the terrorists, her survival and 

her later achievements. In addition, we read her autobiographical books and posted our opinions on a 

http://www.malala.org/
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joint digital canvas; namely, “padlet”. Following that, we visited Malala‟s personal blog page, posed 

questions, wrote comments and expressed views on children‟s education today. 

Besides, our personal involvement and genuine interest in the topic led to numerous literary artefacts 

such as the composition of poems, song lyrics and authentic music coverage of all these pieces of work. 

Some of us were inspired to draw portraits of Malala or pictures depicting the way we, young people, 

imagine our right to education. We even created board games and posters about this teenage heroine. 

Furthermore, we attempted to involve our school community, Arsakeio Junior High, and raise the public 

awareness of our city, Thessaloniki, through the creation of a brochure and the shooting of a short TV 

commercial to promote our campaign against the violation of children‟s right to education. 

One of our most hands-on and popular activities with the student population was the simulation of the 

United Nations Social Cultural and Humanitarian Committee. During that mock session, we debated the 

official UN agenda issue of „Gender Equality in Education‟ and even attempted to draft a resolution. 

Owing to its huge success, we have decided to let you sample here and now part of this very simulation! 

The delegations represented in this model UN session were carefully selected for the diverse and 

opposing positions their countries have on this substantial topic. Let us now all enjoy the debate in the 

Social Cultural and Humanitarian Committee! I declare the session officially open! Esteemed delegates, 

you have been recognized. The floor is yielded! 
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